DEMOLISHING 
THE COMMUNTY 


What this country's poorest really need is higher house prices. That's the basis 
of the government's Housing Renewal Pathfinder schemes - demolishing 
400,000 houses across the North of England to build more expensive homes. 


'The aim of the £500 million housing 
market renewal Pathfinder programme 
is to turn whole communities around 
by improving the quality of private, 
local authority and registered social 
landlord housing. This will involve 
clearing poor quality houses for which 
there is little or no demand, building 
attractive, good quality new homes, 
and upgrading existing home to push 
up their market value.' (Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Feb 2004) 


So this means housing market renew- 
al, of course, rather than the renewal or 
renovation of existing homes. In the 
1980s the Tories brought in laws to put 
far higher tax on repairs than new 
build, and so far Labour has been 
happy to stick with them. 


Who else is happy with the Pathfinder 
schemes? The constructiuon compa- 
nies, for one -- 'Housebuilders have 
welcomed the programme as a means 
of maintaining their output’ Well 
known firms such as Bellway Homes 
(responsible for many other socially 
and environmentally ‘contentious' 
schemes ) are being brought in by the 
government to build the new private 
houses. The other main winners are 
the companies that usually follow 
regeneration gravy trains - consult- 
ants, accountants and ‘ousourcers' 
such as Capita, the infamous privatisa- 
tion junkie and PFI contractor. 


Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) are 
also in on the act. The fluffy, family-ori- 
ented term actually conceals a range of 
(private) housing associations and 
companies which are registered with 
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the Housing cor- 
poration and 
pay no share- 
holder dividend. 


Many of them 
are involved in 
the govern- 
ment's transfers 
of council hous- 
ing stock, and 
they are equally 
happy to be part 
of various 
Pathfinder schemes, shuffling out their 
tenants to make way for the demolitions. 


And it's the demolitions that are causing 
the most concern - with one of the 
scheme's founders fearing a 'social 
upheaval' like that which accompanied 


the 1960-70s slum clearances. 
Pathfinder schemes will demolish 
400,000 houses, and may thus involve 
the eviction of thousands of families, 
mostly private and RSL tenants, and also 
home owners. They are suffering now, 
and the tenants and home buyers of the 
future will suffer later, due to the 
increased prices and dearth of social 
housing. The housing charity, Shelter, 
has estimated that 167,000 currently 
affordable homes will be demolished 
and ‘thousands of families may be 
pushed out of buying or privately renting 
their home which could have con- 
tributed to homelessness rising twice as 
fast in the north of England than in the 
south. 


Turn to pages 6 and 7 to find out more 
about communities organising against 
Pathfinder schemes. 


‘Market renewal pathfinders’, Office Deputy Prime 
Minister, 2 February 2004, http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stel- 
lent/groups/odpm_communities/documents/page/odpm_ 
comm_027130.hcsp 

17.5% tax on refurbishment; 0% on new building; 'Hot 
Tax Potato’, Bill Hodgson, 16 Jan 2005, Master Builder, 
http://www.fmb.org.uk/publications/masterbuilder/janu- 
ary01/18.asp 

Doug Morrison, 'Government housing policy needs 
“urgent review" Property Week, January 15, 2005 
Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts 
(http://www.veggies.org.uk/sherwood/) and Jericho, 
Oxford, (http://pstalker.com/echo/f_56d.html) to name 
two sites. 

UNISON, Companies Update - June 2004, 
http://www.unison.org.uk/bargaining/doc_view.asp?did 
=1371 

Mike Lane, 'The Liverpool Kensington £62m New Deal 
for Communities bandwagon roles on,' August 2004, 
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/regions/liver- 
pool/2004/08/295694.html 

Transcript of File on 4 - Urban Regeneration’, 8 March 
2005, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/nol/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/08_03_05_ 
regeneration.pdf 

Professor Brendan Niven, in 'Poor people skills threaten 
urban renewal’, 8 March, 2005 
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1 April Fools Day Pro-Plunder Party - Stop the corporate plunder of Iraq! 
Join the party outside the offices of Windrush. First event in a week of action. 
11am Mark Square, London EC1 07931 337890 stopthepillage@yahoo.co.uk 
www.corporatepirates.gzzzt.net 

1 'Taking Liberties - the new anti terror laws' public meeting, Friends 
Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton 7 - 9.30pm 

2 Second European Day of Actions for Migrant Rights Oxford: 12 - 2pm 
Cornmarket. Nottingham: Noise Protest 12 - 2pm Market Square 0115 941 
5599 www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk 

2 Coventry Vegan Food Fair Friends Meeting House, Hill Street, Coventry 
11am - 4pm Free vegan food www.geocities.com/wmids_animalaction/coven- 
try-free-food-fair.html 

3 London Rising Tide Film Night 'The Fourth World War' and 'Green Gold' Free 
5.30 pm LARC, 62 Fieldgate St, E1 1ES (nearest tube: Whitechapel or Aldgate 
East) 020 7377 9088 www.londonrisingtide.org.uk 

3 Resist G8 South-East Assembly RISC, 35-39 London Street, Reading 1.30 - 
6pm. www.resistg8.org.uk www.readingantig8.co.nr 

5 DOVE Newhaven anti incinerator silent protest 10am East Sussex County 
Hall, Lewes www.dove2000.org 

6-10 Festival of Dissent Lanarkshire, Scotland festivalofdissent@lists- 
riseup.net www.dissent.org.uk 

9 Bristol G8 Dissent! presents - Information for Action' 3am - 5.30pm. 
Malcolm X Centre, Ashley Rd/City Road, St Pauls, Bristol BS2 + benefit at The 
Full Moon, Stokes Croft, bands & DJs, 8pm - 2am. 5 quid bristol_g8work- 
shops@riseup.net www.dissent.org.uk 

9 Commemoration of Roma Victims 12 noon, St James's Church, 197 
Piccadilly, London + March Against Racism 01206 523528 

12 Iraq Occupation Focus meeting 7:30pm, Conference room, Indian YMCA, 
41 Fitzroy Square, London W1T 6AO (nearest tube: Warren Street) 

16 Protest Motorcade against Caterpillar Hopwood Service Station Junction 
2 M42. Drive to Caterpillar at Hockley Heath, rally for Palestine in Central 
Birmingham 2.30 - 4pm 020 7700 6192 

21-25 Spring peace camp at RAF Brize Norton During camp phone 07711 
214168, to help before the camp, call 0117 373 0099 

29 London Critical Mass monthly bike ride 11th birthday party. Meet on the 
south bank at Waterloo (NFT Cafe under Waterloo Bridge) from 6pm 
www.cmlondon.enrager.net 

30 Critical Mass cycle ride against Climate Change and the G8, Gather at 
Steyne Garden, Worthing, 2pm. 

30 - May 1 Newcastle Green Fest 01912 321750 

30 Manchester Radical Bookfair 12 - 5pm, The Basement, 24 Lever Street (off 
Piccadilly Gardens) Manchester http://www. radicalbookfair.org.uk 

1 Beltane at Thornborough Henge, 
www.sacredbrigantia.com 

3 Standing up for liberty: ID cards and the growth of a 21st century police 
state Upstairs at Downview pub, opposite West Worthing station, from 
7.45pm. 

7 Joanna Macy - Facing climate change and other great adventures 6pm, 
University of Bath, details 01225 386 156 iceoffice@management.bath.ac.uk 

9 Joanna Macy - Facing climate change and other great adventures - 
8.30pm Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford 01865 241 097 
www.coinet.org.uk/macy 

14-21 Hes Fes Gathering of home educating families www.hesfes.co.uk 

18- 22 Holidays in the Sun/Wasted Festival Morecambe, Lancashire Punk 
Festival 02476 559992 www.holidaysinthesun.net 

20-22 Knockengorroch Festival Spring (Ceilidh Gall Gallowa’) Galloway, SW 
Scotland www.geocities.com/goduha/ceilidh.html 

27-29 Introductory Permaculture weekend Dial House, Near North Weald, 
Epping, Essex www.gb0063551.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/course 

29 Redbridge Green Fair Melbourne Field, Valentines Park, Ilford, Essex 
11.30am - 7pm 020 8554 5439 redbridgegreenfair@hotmail.com 

30 Kingston Green FairCanbury Gardens, Kingston upon Thames 11am - 
8pm, 020 8546 5202 www.kingstongreenfair.org.uk 


Ceremony begins at 1.00 pm 
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ARE YOU TEINKING: THAT WE’ RE STINKING? 


Corporate Watch 
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Corporate Watch is an independent not- 
for-profit group, which aims to expose 
how large corporations function, and the 
detrimental effects they have on society 
and the environment as an inevitable 
result of their current legal structure. 
Corporate Watch strives for a society 
that is ecologically sustainable, demo- 
cratic, equitable and non-exploitative. 
Progress towards such a society may, in 
part, be achieved through dismantling 
the vast economic and political power of 
corporations, and developing ecological- 
ly and socially just alternatives to the 
present economic system. If you would 
like to help with research, fund-raising 
or distribution please contact us. 


Disclaimer: The objectivity of the media 
is generally an illusion. Corporate watch 
freely acknowledges that it comes from 
an anti-corporate perspective. In 
attempts at all times to be factual, accu- 
rate honesty and truthful in its reporting. 
We welcome any comments or correc- 
tions. 


@nti-copyright to non-profit organisa- 
tions fighting corporate dominance. 
ISSN 1470 5842 


www.corporatewatch.org 
mail@corporatewatch.org 
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NEW SCIENCE 
MINISTER ANOTHER 
INDUSTRY CRONY 


As Lord Sainsbury's seven year tenure as 
Science Minister comes to an end GM Watch 
looks at the man tipped to be his successor 


Those who thought that Tony Blair could 
never outdo his choice of an unelected 
biotech investor and food industrialist as 
his Science Minister will be reassured to 
know that the man tipped to be Lord 
Sainsbury's successor is Lord Drayson, 
the former head of the BioIndustry 
Association (Motto: ‘Promoting UK 
Biotechnology’). 


Just as the Sainsbury-Blair relationship 
has brought allegations of corruption 
and cronyism, the Drayson-Blair relation- 
ship has also been mired in accusations 
of sleaze. In September 1997 Sainsbury 
gave Labour its biggest ever single 
donation. On October 3 1997 he was 
made a life peer by Blair and a year later 
Minister for Science. The former head of 
the BioIndustry Association, Paul 
Drayson, is also a Labour Party donor, 
and has also been given a peerage by 
Blair in highly controversial circum- 
stances. 


The controversy began when Drayson, 
previously an admirer of Mrs Thatcher, 
made a substantial donation to Labour 
while the government was deciding who 


should be awarded a smallpox vaccine 
contract. Drayson gave a further dona- 
tion of half a million pounds to Labour 
just six weeks after the PM made him 
Lord Drayson. Controversially, the Blair 
government awarded Drayson's compa- 
ny, PowderJect, the smallpox vaccine 
contract without any competition. 


It is said that after meetings between 
Drayson's BioIndustry Association and a 
Treasury minister, Blair's Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, uncharacteristically 
approved a tax reform which would save 
Drayson's company an immediate £2m 
on its tax bill. After selling his company 
for a very considerable profit, Lord 
Drayson described himself as 'a very 
successful guy through my own hard 
work’. 


Drayson's company, while he still head- 
ed it, was a financial supporter of the 
pro-GM Science Media Centre - a pet 
project of Lord Sainsbury's. 
PowderJect's support for the SMC dried 
up following Drayson's departure. 
Drayson has also served on a working 
party of the controversial pro-GM lobby 


ba 


‘the old and new science ministers’ 


group 'Sense About Science’. 


While Drayson was the head of the 
BioIndustry Association, it proposed 
sweeping new restrictions on the right 
to protest. The introduction of such leg- 
islation would make it difficult to legally 
conduct a boycott or protest against a 
corporation. In explaining the reason for 
the legislation, Drayson said his vision 
was for the UK to be the life sciences hub 
of Europe, and the bridge between the 
Europe and the States. 


Article reproduced from 
www.gmwatch.org 


GM Watch focuses on the use of propa- 
ganda and spin to promote GM technol- 
ogy, by corporate-friendly scientists, 
industry front groups, PR companies, 
lobbyists, and political groups. Their 
website features the Biotech Brigade a 
global directory on the massive and 
deceptive PR push behind GM food. 
Also worth a look is their sister project 
www.lobbywatch.org 


QUEEN BACKS PR FRONT GROUP 


Public relations, according to top spin- 
doctor Tim Bell, is the ‘use of third- 
party endorsement to inform and per- 
suade’. In seeking to improve its own 
image, the Institute of Public Relations 
has reached for the ultimate in third- 
party endorsement, a royal charter. On 
9 February it became the Chartered 
Institute of Public Relations (CIPR): 
effectively now endorsed by the crown. 
The CIPR hopes that this endorsement 
will help it to deal with the industry's 
two-part image problem. 


On one hand, PR practitioners are 
widely regarded as hopeless halfwits; 
indeed the Insitute of Public Relations 
itself was described by Chris Lewis, of 
UK multinational Lewis 
Communications, as a group of ‘disor- 
ganised, scatterbrained, champagne- 
dependent luvvies'’ and by Chris 
Klopper, 


of Mulberry Marketing Communications, 
as 'so far up their own backsides as to be 
money-and time-wasting irrelevancies’. 
Corporate Watch has been unable to 
determine whether PRs are in reality 
absolutely fabulous or absolute idiots, 
but we can confirm that every industry 
event we have attended has involved 
freely flowing champagne. 


On the other hand, PR is derided as 
machiavellian spin-doctoring; an indus- 
try that works against the public interest 
by manipulating and suppressing jour- 
nalists and the press on behalf of its cor- 
porate masters. And unfortunately for 
the industry's image, a lot of PRs do 
spend their time doing just this. 


With chartered status the CIPR hopes to 
gain respectability. It can protray its 
members as sober professionals working 
with integrity and ethics. In reality 


however nothing has changed. 


The CIPR has 8,000 members, only a 
third of all the PR practitioners in the 
UK. The Institute has investigated, on 
average, only six complaints against its 
members each year and has never seen 
fit to expel any of them. This makes a 
mockery of the industry's claims to 
effective self-regulation. At last year's 


Annual General Meeting, one member 
pointed out that many of the top people 
in PR have not taken membership pre- 
cisely so that they do not have to sign 
up to the CIPR's code of conduct. 


Not that the code has any weight to it. 
In 2000 the voluntary code, already 
widely perceived as having no teeth, 
was rewritten as 'a document of best 
practice’, rather than retaining a ‘thou 
shall not...' approach.’ From toothless 
to worthless, in other words. 


AIRLINES IN DISREGARD 
FOR PILOT HEALTH SHOCKER 


Surely not - with their reputation? The aviation industry is one of the most high profil 
the world. It also appears that it may be one of the most stressful and dangerous places to 

panies demand huge government bail outs to support their profitability, the safety of their ow 
of a priority. Captain Peter Standing died of a heart attack after an incident aboard his Jun 


The airline he worked for, Virgin 
Atlantic, subsequently tried to deny that 
this event had ever happened, just as it 
has been denying the extent of pilot and 
cabin crew stress for decades. Captain 
Standing's widow has been seeking jus- 
tice from Virgin ever since, and in the 
process has come up against a culture of 
indifference - from the companies and 
also from their regulator, the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA). 


'The stress he suffered at work had a 
real impact on him and may have con- 
tributed to his heart-attack. He had pre- 
viously only just undergone his 6-month- 
ly aviation medical - which included an 
ECG [electro cardiogram] - and no heart 
abnormality existed prior to this event.’ 
Christine Standing. 


Since their birth, airlines in the UK and 
elsewhere have been operating with lit- 
tle or no legal framework in matters of 
safety , and deregulation in the 1970s 
pushed this process even further 
Virgin Atlantic, headed by Richard 
Branson - the ‘acceptable face of capital- 
ism' for some - has been hostile.to ‘any 
moves by.pilots to organise to improve 
their conditions: News that in July 1994 
some pilots were in talks with the 
BALPA union provoked Virgin senior 
management to a state of fury, according 
to a Branson biographer. In a similar 
case in February 2005, Ryanair has taken 
legal action against the Irish Airline 
Pilots' Association in order to stop them 
organising among Ryanair employees. 


Christine Standing, a professional stress 


fofitable and polluting in 
rk. While airline com- 
pilots seems to be less 
o Jet in April 2002. 


member of the Aviation 
inacre College, Oxford, 
hundred-page report 
into pilot stress and the other factors 
that may have led to the death of 
Captain Standing. Currently this is 
being looked at by legal advisors, but 
Corporate Watch expects to publish 
more details when procedings allow. 


therapist and 
Study Group, — 
has produced 


Christine Standing, press briefing, 
February 2005 

House of Lords' Science and Technology 
Committee, (5th report, 15/11/00) 

"T'll fold the airline if they join unions". A 
handful ignored the threat.' p. 177, Bower, 
T., Branson, (London, Fourth Estate, 2000) 

RTE business news, ‘Ryanair takes pilot 
union to court’, February 16, 2005, 
http://www.rte.ie/business/2005/0216/rya 
nair.html 


UK DEVELOPMENT AID FUELS CLIMATE CHANGE AND POVERTY 


UK aid money is creating an ‘oil curse’ for 
developing economies, according to a 
new report from Plan B. ‘Pumping 
Poverty: Britain's Department for 
International Development and the oil 
industry’ (17 March, 2005). The report 
finds that taxpayers' money is being 
spent on supporting energy projects 
which benefit UK and US oil companies, 
but do little to help the countries where 
they are based. The research shows that 
the Department for International 
Development's (DFID's) policies on oil 
development are incoherent, fail the very 
people they are designed to help, and 
compromise the department's mandate 
for poverty alleviation, undermining the 
aims of the Millennium Development 
Goals and further undermining UK 
efforts to fight climate change. 


Specifically the report highlights the 'oil 
curse’ which often accompanies the dis- 
covery of oil in a developing country. At 
a local level, oil production can have an 
adverse effect on local communities, 
with pollution affecting water supplies, 
farm land and air quality. Nationally, the 
discovery of oil can harm the economy, 
with investment in oil undermining 
other sectors, disrupting growth and 
potentially weakening democracy. 


The report points to DFID's continued 


support for fossil fuels through direct 
grants and the approval of loans to mas- 
sive oil projects, such as the Chad- 
Cameroon pipeline. The use of develop- 
ment aid to support such projects dis- 
torts the energy market in favour of oil. 


The report argues that in order to pre- 
vent catastrophic climate change, such 
hidden subsidies need to end. The 
report also questions DFID's role as a 
partner in maintaining UK energy securi- 
ty, which leads to the use of develop- 
ment aid to support the goals of the UK's 
oil industry, and is explicitly aimed at 
enhancing the UK economy rather than 
alleviating poverty in developing coun- 
tries. The use of African oil is expected 
to increase over coming years. 


Friends of the Earth Oil Campaigner 
Nick Rau said: 

‘The Department for International 
Development was set up to alleviate 
poverty, yet our research shows that it is 
using taxpayers’ money to fund oil and 
gas projects which boost oil company 
profits, but do little for the communities 
it is supposed to help. Oil is a curse not 
a blessing for too many countries in the 
developing world.’ 


Lorne Stockman, co-author of the report 


said: 

‘DFID needs to take a close look at the 
role of energy in achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals. Oil 


development has failed the poor and will 
further undermine development through 
climate change.’ 


The report and summary are available 
online on www.planb.org 


Take action - write to your MP 


Since its launch on February 3rd, Early 
Day Motion 650 (Development Aid for 
Oil) has been signed by over 92 MPs. 
The EDM calls on the government to end 
support for harmful fossil fuel subsidies 
given through international institutions 
like the World Bank, and instead pioneer 
investment in sustainable energy. We 
are aiming for 150 signatures by 8 April 
(as after a general election is announced 
MPs can't sign EDMs). There's an online 
action on: http://www.foe.co.uk/cam- 
Paigns/corporates/press_for change/oil_ 
edm/index.html , 


You can see whether your MP has signed 
by looking at http://edm.ais.co.uk and 
following the links to view the EDMs. 
For further information contact Jo 
Hamilton: jo@planb.org or tel 01865 
241097. 


EXPERTS: WHAT 
DO THEY KNOW? 


Remember when doctors 
used to sell cigarettes? | 
Those hilarious 1950s ads 
with father figures in 
white coats recommend- 
ing Chesterfields for your 
throat? You can't get 
away with that now - 
Carol Vorderman got the 
sack from Tomorrow's 
World for trading on her 
flimsy scientific authority 
to shill for Benecol, and 
even the mildest medical 
claims have to be couched in ever more 
elaborate disclaimers to avoid oppor- 
tunist litigation. There is, however, one 
place where no such constraints seem to 
apply - the world of medical communica- 
tions agencies. 


It works like this: when a drug company 
has a new product, it needs to go 
through a huge range of clinical trials to 
get approval. Even afterwards the com- 
pany will fund trials to compare the 
product's performance against similar 
drugs in the market or to see how factors 
such as age, sex and secondary illness 
affect it. If this data turns out remotely 
favourable, they will want to make sure 
that it gets publicised. This is where the 
agencies come in. From the raw data 
their writers will put together something 
that looks, smells and tastes like a scien- 
tific paper. It will even have been vetted 
every bit as carefully as a real paper, but 
instead of accuracy the agency's contact 
in the drug company will be looking for 
the rigorous incorporation of the drug's 
‘key marketing messages’. 


CORA TRULY 
ous EXPER 
ee LEN, 


PERFORM YOUR BEST = 
NSAS SCIENCE C 


Of course, the paper still has to go 
through peer review, but this is where 
the medical writers really earn their pay. 
You still can't claim that the results say 
more than they do, so the trick is to use 
scientifically meaningless phrases such 
as ‘approaching significance’ and to 
make huge logical leaps. Imagine that 
you've been paid to write that drug X is 
of more benefit to the elderly than drug 
Y, but all you have to work with is a 
study of Mexican teenagers. Well then, 
you mention that age could have been a 
factor in the results, as previous studies 
have indicated that... and so on. 
Competitor drug Z isn't mentioned in 
your study at all, but you know its big 
selling point is that it gets metabolised 
quicker than X so you get a quick dig in 
about ‘limiting the study to drugs with 
long-term efficacy’. Sometimes you don't 
even need research data - get enough 
papers together and you can write a 
‘review article' that's been subtly spun in 
your client's favour. Once you're done, 
send it to one of the professors you've 
got on your books, and as long as they 
approve you can slap their name across 


the top like a badge 
of honour. Then 
bundle it off to your 
journal looking for 
all the world like a 
piece of research 
instead of a piece of 
advertising copy. 


Journals such as 
the Lancet and the 
British Medical 


Journal are entirely 
wise to the process 
and will bounce these papers without 
blinking, so they tend to appear in lesser 
journals eager for material. The internet, 
however, has made them as accessible 
as their higher-powered counterparts, 
and because papers from medical com- 
munications agencies tend to cite each 
other extensively, search engines based 
around 'relevance' or 'impact' will give 
them priority. Busy doctors with limited 
resources are being misled by a forum 
designed to earn their trust. They may 
be aware of the problem but if they can't 
tell whether what they're reading is sci- 
ence or advertising, that awareness can 
do little more than increase their general 
uncertainty. The publication of scientific 
research is widely perceived as a bas- 
tion of factual integrity. In issues rang- 
ing from climate change to the dangers 
of MMR the most impassioned rhetoric 
can in theory be beaten hands down by 
bringing peer-reviewed papers to the 
debating table. Medical communica- 
tions offers the corporate world a way to 
capitalise on this integrity, tarnishing it 
(as ever) in the process. 


GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONS IGNORES NANOTECH REPORT 


Last year's Royal Society and Royal Academy of Engineers 
(RS/RAE) report Nanoscience and Nanotechnologies: 
Opportunities and Uncertainties, although narrow in its 
remit, was far from glowing in its assessment of nanotech- 
nology. The report was significant in that it was the first 
time that such pillars of the scientific establishment as the 
RS/RAE had urged caution about nanotechnology. They 


raised specific concerns about the toxicity of nanoparticles 
and the current lack of regulation to deal with the new prob- 
lems posed by nanotechnology. 


On 25 February at the launch of a new exhibition on nan- 
otechnology at the Science Museum in London, the Science 
Minister, Lord Sainsbury (who originally commissioned 
thereport in 2003), announced the UK government's response 
to the recommendations made by the RS/RAE. 


social effects 
-consider 


nanotechnology beyond 


The government's response failed to implement many of the 
report's recommendations. It did not: 

-offer any specific regulations for nanotechnology 

-offer any new money for nanotoxicology research 

-deal with the fact that there are nanotechnology based prod- 
ucts already on the market in the UK and beyond 

-respond at all to any concerns raised about nanotechnology's 


nanoparticles (eg 


nanobiotech, nanocapsules, nanodevices) 


Remarkably, from the scientific establishment to the financial 
press, as well as NGOs, no one has a had a good word to say 
about the government's response. 

For full details of the Royal Society report see 
http://www.corporatewatch.org/news/nano_rs.htm 
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FIGHTING FOR OUR HOMES 


community resistance to Prescott's Pathfinder demolitions 


Liverpool 


: 'This isnt a housing renewal pro- : 
: gramme, it is a market renewal pro- : 
: gramme', Pauline Davies, managing : 
Liverpool's New : 


i director of 
: Heartlands project. 


: The Liverpool Kensington New Deal l 
: for Communities area, which consists į 
: of over 4,000 houses where 13,000 : 
: people live, is facing massive demoli- : 


l tions in areas such as Edge Hill. 


: Already hundreds of homeowners are ; 
; preparing to defy the compulsory i 
A group of con- l 
: cerned Registered Social Landlord i 
i tenants have put together a 52- : 
: minute film documentary consisting į 
: of interviews with RSL tenants, pri- į 
; vate landlord tenants and homeown- l 
: ers. Thousands of tenants and home- } 
; owners face demolition and just a : 
: handful of local government council : 
: officers; rich property developers and : 
: builders are behind it all. There are ; 
: also concerns that extra housing is } 
; being added to the area to be demol- i 
i ished in order to make it worth the i 


: purchase orders. 


; developers' while. 


; Contact: http://www.tenantsaction- ; 


| Sheffield 


l The Burngreave and Fir Vale : 
: 'Masterplan' will entail extensive : 
? demolition, rebuild and renovation. : 
; Shops, including an organic cafe, will l 
: be demolished and replaced by a: 


: supermarket. 


: A local group calling themselves i: 
! 'Spital Hill Local Voice! has collected i 
: 900 signatures, which were handed : 
i in to the council. Spital Hill Local į 
: Voice asks for 'a participative, co- : 
planning : 
l process produced by the planners ; 
; and local organizations and local į 


? operative, locally-led, 


: people’. 


: Contact: http://wiki.sheffieldsocialfo- : 


; rum.org.uk/SpitalHillLocalVoice. 


: Darwen, Lancashire 


: ‘Under Pathfinder the local authority : 
proposes to demolish 151 houses } 
i next to the town centre on the i 
: grounds that they are structurally ; 
? unsound. The vast majority of these : 
terrace houses, dating from 1850, are ; 
? occupied, and a trip around the area l 
? shows very few signs of the disrepair į 
i claimed by the local authority's condi- : 
: tion surveys. Indeed an independent : 
: survey of ten of the buildings rated as } 
: structurally unsound, carried out by a ; 
? structural engineer with an excellent į 
3 knowledge of historic buildings, con- ; 
: firmed our belief that there was noth- } 
; ing at all wrong with the houses.' : 


'There are cracks in gable walls, : 
i there are gutters coming away from ; 
? the walls ...' (Executive Director of } 
; Regeneration, Graham Burgess) i 
: Since 'broken gutters' are not press- i 
? ing reasons for demolition, many res- | 
i idents smell a rat. The demolitions. : 
? will make way for a 'City Academy’ -į 
i PFI school, sponsored by, among oth- ; 
i ers, Capita. The valuations of houses ; 
: in the Redearth Triangle area were i: 
; carried out by...Capita. ; 


: Contact: Home Environments at 
: Redearth Triangle (HEART) 

: campaign, 

i natashahomesafe@hotmail.com 


The Pathfinder areas 
are: Merseyside, 
Manchester/Salford, 
Newcastle/ 
Gateshead, 
Birmingham/ 
Sandwell, East 
Lancashire, 
Oldham/Rochdale, 
South Yorkshire, 
Humberside and the 
East Riding and North 


: Nelson 


; In September 2004, an 
: alliance of local people and 
l conservation groups, includ- 
: ing English Heritage, won a 
i reprieve for 146 Victorian ter- 
: races marked for demolition, 
: following a public inquiry. 
l The inquiry said: 'Renovation 
i (rather than. demolition) 
: would be more likely to pro- 
: mote continuing community 
: cohesion.' 


More information, including contacts 
for many:more groups, at 
http://www.fightforourhomes.com/ 


campaign tA 


TAKING ACTION 
AGAINST PATHFINDER 


Corporate Watch talks to Natasha LeaJones, secretary of Home Environments 
at Redearth Triange (HEART), one of the groups taking action against the 
Elevate East Lancashire Housing Pathfinder’ scheme in Darwen, Lancashire. 


What's going to be the impact of the 


Pathfinder scheme in your local area? 
Whilst old pre 1919 houses in various 
parts of Darwen are being renovated, 
our homes are being demolished, 
despite them being in very good condi- 
tion. The real reason why they are 
being demolished is that they are situ- 
ated on a prime patch of land in the 
town centre of Darwen. The council is 
taking advantage of the government's 
housing market renewal scheme to 
obtain a brownfield site to build an 
academy and units, which will belong 
to Capita, a private developer. 


What have people you know in the area 
been saying about it? 

People are very upset and angry that 
they are losing their homes and are 
being sent into debt by the council, 
whilst other parts of Darwen are enjoy- 
ing having their homes renovated from 
top to bottom, free of charge! 


Was there any kind of '‘consultation' 
conducted by the local government? 

There where some open days which 
were badly attended. The meetings 
were not advertised well. Demolition 
of our area was not mentioned. We 
were told we would get new windows 
and new doors. Sounds exciting, so we 
all let the surveyors into our homes. 


How much of a say do you think you 
and other residents have had? 

None! It didn't matter how many peo- 
ple objected to the demolition of their 
homes, the council went ahead with 
the decision to demolish anyway. We 
were also never asked what we would 
like in place of the homes should we 
have agreed to demolish them. The 
school [City Academy] idea just came 
out at us in the paper even before we 


even got letters to say we were having 
our homes demolished. It doesn't matter 
what the people want, the council are 
building an academy regardless. 


Why do you think that the housing 
scheme and the city academy is a priori- 
ty for your council? 

Money. Lots of it! 


And why are they important for the cen- 
tral government? 

Labour want to be seen to be carrying 
out the promises they made years and 
years ago when they were voted in, 
these promises were related to educa- 
tion and health. So now they are hoping 
that new buildings will make them look 
like they care about education and 
health. However, it isn't a new building 
which makes good teachers and it isn't a 
new building which makes good doc- 
tors. Since Labour's reign, Darwen has 
lost its local police night office, its local 
post offices and its local doctors. The 
new health centre has been moved from 
the town centre to the top of a hill, so it 
is impossible to get to when one is ill or 
old. It's the worst piece of planning 
Darwen has ever witnessed and now 
they are putting a school with 1500 
pupils in the centre of the town and no 
one wants it! 


What do you think about the state of the 
local housing? Does anything need to be 
done with it? 

Experts such as heritage companies 
from London and the North West, sur- 
veyors, press and other people have 
seen these houses and are completely 
shocked that they are being considered 
‘unfit’. This is because they are not unfit. 
Many of them have been renovated top 
to bottom by builders, and experts say 
the homes need on average £600 or less 


to bring them up to standard. 


What do you think about the proposed 
City Academy school? Have you talked 
to local teachers and/or parents about 
it? What do they think? 

Teachers don't want to move. Many 
parents can not see why the site of their 
current school has to be closed down. 
It is already a good building, it doesn't 
need to be demolished. Some people 
don't object to an academy. They just 
object to it's position. 


Who do you think will benefit from the 
housing pathfinder scheme? 

People who will benefit will be the 
lucky home owners who have their 
homes renovated. The value of their 
homes will go up by at least three times 
the current value. 


What are your plans for the future? 

We wish to renovate or area and keep 
our homes. We will do everything we 
can to keep our homes. 


What kind of advice would you give to 
people facing similar problems in other 
parts of the country? 

People need to get in touch with me, or 
with Save Britain's Heritage, so that we 
can support each other in fighting away 
the threat of demolition. 


Is there anything else you would like to 
say to our readers? 

If the council make a decision to demol- 
ish, that doesn't mean give up. It 
means carry on fighting. If we're to 
support each other, stick together, town 
for town and fight the government's 
insane policies, we can win. 

Contact HEART 
natashahomesafe@hotmail.com 
01254 771658 


THE GREAT COUNCIL 
HOUSING BLACKMAIL 


Labour's current policy amounts to nothing less than 
the destruction of council housing as we know it. Cllr 
Matt Sellwood, Oxford City Council Green Group. 


The Government has imposed an obliga- 
tion on local councils for all their housing 
to meet the 'Decent Homes Standard' by 
2010. This requires massive extra fund- 
ing which the local authorities do not 
have, and which they cannot raise them- 
selves. The government is offering to 
make up this funding shortfall its self - 
but only if the local authority agrees to 
sell off its council housing. If they refuse, 
and chose to keep their council housing 
under democratic control, they get noth- 
ing. 


Despite a £27 million shortfall in the 
money needed to reach the Decent 
Homes Standard by 2010, over 90% of 
tenants in Oxford when consulted have 
said they want their housing to remain 
under the ownership of the Council. 


COMING SOON 
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COMING SOON 


This is despite a gagging policy from 
central government, which has made it 
almost impossible for elected councillors 
to engage in the debate over council 
housing. Local councillors have been 
told that they cannot give their view to 
tenants, on pain of the entire process 
being declared ‘unfit for purpose' and the 
decision being taken away from the 
Council. This led to one amazing inci- 
dent recently, where unelected Council 
officers, at the behest of the Government 
Office of the South East (GOSE), released 
a newsletter specifically attacking one 
political group in Oxford (the 
Independent Working Class 
Association) who were campaigning for 
stock retention. When questioned about 
this incident, the responsible Labour 
councillors were forced to admit that 


GOSE bureaucrats could do what they 
liked. Thousands of pounds of public 
money was spent releasing a newsletter 
to all council tenants which blatantly 
pushed the pro-privatisation line - and 
Oxford's elected officials were unable 
even to comment publicly on it! 


It won't be easy to meet the 
Government's statutory target for 2010, 
but in Oxford we are determined to do it 
without privatisation - and hopefully 
with money from central government 
once Labour have been forced to back- 
track on this policy. 


Independent Working Class 
Association FACTS on council housing 
leaflet and Labour's response. 


http://www.iwca- 
oxford.org.uk/news/news0003.htm 
http://www.iwca- 
oxford.org.uk/news/news0007.htm#stor 
y1 


GET YOUR GOLF SKILLS 
READY FOR GLENEAGLES! 


The Festival of Dissent! is a gathering for those inter- 
ested in taking action around the 2005 G8 summit. A 
chance to form networks of resistance; inspire, con- 
spire and dream; meet people; learn skills; share infor- 
mation; practice direct action and party together 
6-10th April Lanarkshire 

www.dissent.org.uk 


Join us to support our campaigns on 


e links between environment & health « local food growing 
e real nappies e sanitary protection « waste prevention 


We have a lively network a= 5@ 4 


We, 
‘x, 


of local groups, quarterly 
newsletter, website and 
information on breast cancer, 
cosmetics, composting, green 
holidays, international 
treaties, and much more... 


Women's 


Environmental 


Call or join online 


SAVING ICELAND: THE BUCK STOPS HERE 


In March 2004, the government of Iceland held a conference in the capital 
Reykjavik. It was a private conference, attended by representatives of the 
top multinational corporations, Rio Tinto, Alcoa and Alcan among them, and 
the population were not told about it in advance. Iceland, a government 
spokesman informed its people afterwards, was now open for business. 


The country, the government implied, 
promised to be heavy industry's 
Eldorado in Europe; offering an abun- 
dant, accessible power supply available 
at third world prices (prices the govern- 
ment still refuses to make public). 
Iceland's state-controlled journalists 
reported this news with dutiful enthusi- 
asm. The government added that these, 
and future deals would benefit local peo- 
ple, and cited a rise in local employment 
as aclinching factor. Polls were released 
showing that eighty percent of the pub- 
lic were in favour of more heavy industry. 


Today, a recent»Gallup poll shows ten 
percent of the Icelandic people in favour 
of more heavy industry. The map demon- 
strating what these industries intend to 
do to Iceland by the year 2020 looks like 
a bloodstain spattered over silk; irre- 
versible and shocking. The government 
are lining corporations up - mainly alu- 
minium producers and associated indus- 
tries - to dam and build on all of Iceland's 
major glacial rivers. In the eastern high- 
lands, an Italian construction company 
has shipped in 1,500 Portuguese workers 
to start work on the first of these proj- 
ects: a series of giant dams in one of 
Europe's most unspoilt and fragile 
wildernesses. 


As Corporate Watch recently reported, 
the Karahnjukar project, which will flood 
the surrounding countryside out.of exis- 
tence, will be the largest in Europe. The 
dams are to power a factory built by US 
construction company Bechtel, which 
will then be run by US aluminium compa- 
ny Alcoa. The Icelandic people have not, 
generally, shown any desire to work in 
this most polluting of industries. Bechtel 
is in the process of recruiting hundreds 
of Polish workers, who will be kept away 
from the local population, in huts behind 
barbed wire fences. Meanwhile, the 
Portuguese dam workers have been 
struggling in arctic conditions, with cold, 
leaky housing and inadequate clothing. 
Unable to complete their shifts, many of 
them have been fired. 


'We are looking at the complete destruc- 
tion of the highlands of Iceland. And of 
course an incredible rise in pollution. 
And the total erosion of so-called democ- 
racy in Iceland. And yes, we are fighting 
for the cod banks, as well. We have one 
of the few substantial codbanks left 
around - fed by the river,that the 


Karahnjukar project will dam. It will 
become a sort of cess pool instead’. 
-Olafur Pall, Icelandic environmentalist. 


The Karahnjukar project is already 
months behind schedule - apart from 
the labour disputes,it was discovered 
that it is being built on an earthquake 
zone. ‘They are still doing the superficial 
work' says Olafur. 'A lot of it is reversible. 
And that's what we are relying on’. 


The project has already been con- 
demned 


by the WWF, the RSPB, Birdlife 
International and the International 
Rivers Network. An Early Day Motion 
has also just been tabled in the UK 
Parliament by MP Sue; Doughty, titled 
‘Destruction of the Icelandic Highlands’, 
and has so far been signed by 29 MPS. 


A protest camp will start in the second 
half of June, and continue to the end of 
August. The Icelandic people will sup- 
ply food, and people are asked to bring 
warm, light, waterproof clothing and 
their own camping gear. International 
support will galvanise people. If you 
come this summer - it doesn't matter 
even if it's for a long or a short time - if 
you show up, each individual will really 
count' Olafur confirms. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE INTERNATIONAL PROTEST: 


www.killingiceland.org 
or email: beautiful_iceland@yahoo.co.uk 


FURTHER READING: 


Mark Lynas, writing for The Ecologist, visits the dam project and sums up the 


arguments in an excellent piece: 


http://www. mindfully.org/Water/2004/Karahnjukar-Hydroelectric- 


Damijan04.htm 
Alcoa defends itself to the Ecologist: 


http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=cache:X6YTH1i0p_gJ:www.lv.is/files/2003_1 
2_19 alcoa_ecologist.pdf+ ecologist + alcoa&hl=en 


background photograph courtsey and copyright johann isberg 2002 


news: international 


‘SUSTAINABLE’ GREEN DESERTS 


Vast eucalyptus monocultures are taking over giant swathes of the Brazilian land- 
scape, feeding the pulp/paper and iron industries. Now ‘forestry’ corporations are 
claiming carbon credits for these green deserts, giving Western companies a license 
to burn more fossil fuels, at the expense of the indigenous people with a rightful 


claim to the land. 


Corporate Watcher Claire Fauset met up with activists fighting the plantations 
while on a trip to paper giant Aracruz's Guaiba mill in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 


Approaching the Aracruz pulping mill 
in Guaiba we passed a huge lot filled 
with rows of eucalyptus logs stretching 
as far as the eye could see, each log 
uniform in length, width and and 
colour. It wasnt hard to see why 
indigenous people in Brazil are calling 
the plantations these logs come from 
‘green deserts', or why the Mapuche in 
Chile refer to pine plantations as 'plant- 
ed soldiers’, the sheer lack of diversity 
was breathtaking and you could picture 
thousands of hectares of these trees 
advancing on communities as the cor- 
porations seek to expand their planta- 
tions. 


The mill, where the logs are converted 
into 400,000 tons of pulp and paper, pri- 
marily for export to the European and 
US markets, dominates the town. 
Before the arrival of the mill, Guaiba's 
economy relied on fishing and tourism, 
with people travelling from nearby 
Porto Alegre to swim in the river. 


Not so now. On arriving we wandered 
around the neighborhood chatting to 
residents about the impact the plant is 
having locally. We heard many reports of 
water contamination and dead fish in 
the river. The plant was closed for its 
maintenance period but residents com- 
plained that when the factory is working 
the area is plagued by constant noise 
and a strong stench. People were suffer- 
ing from breathing problems and aller- 
gies, and reported that the area was 
usually covered in a layer of white sticky 
dust that they couldn't identify. The peo- 
ple were afraid of making any com- 
plaints about the factory because of the 
size of the company, and for fear of job 
losses. They also said that attempts to 
test the toxicity of the water and the 
dust were frustrated because of the con- 
nections of this huge company. 


Yet for some Aracruz is a leading light for 
‘sustainable development’. Aracruz is 
the world's largest producer of bleached 


Take the arms companies 
out of government. 
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eucalyptus ‘kraft market pulp' and oper- 
ates the world's largest pulp mill. The 
company's plantations in Rio Grande do 
Sul are certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council and the company 
won an award for social responsibility 
from the Brazilian Ministry of 
Technology, Industry and Commerce. 
Aracruz is signed up to the UN's Global 
Compact and has had loans approved 
by World Bank's International Finance 
Corporation on the basis of its environ- 
mental record, and this is simply more 
evidence of international bureaucracy's 
blindness to the local impact of large 
scale plantations and its deafness to 
the voices of community activists. 


A further cause for concern is the 
research these companies are putting 
into genetically modified trees. Many 
companies including Monsanto have 
pulled out of this research seeing it as 
not economically attractive, but the 
prospect of subsidy through carbon 
credits is likely to reawaken interest in 
GM trees. However bleak prospects 
may look, the fight is on, and interna- 
tional movements opposing monocul- 
tures are increasing in strength. 

To find out more about opposition to 
plantations in Brazil and internationally 
visit the World Rainforest Movement 
site at WwWw.wrm.org.uy 


You don’t have to be a guerilla leader or even an armchair 


revolutionary to read Red Pepper. Our magazine is for everyone 
concerned with issues of peace, social and economic justice, 
democracy and environmental sustainability. 


Red Pepper is the magazine of political rebellion and dissent. 


Influenced by socialism, feminism and green politics, it is a resource 


Every year, around £900 
million of public money is 
spent subsidising the sale of 
UK weaponry around the 
world. 


Why? Because arms 
companies wield immense 
political power and influence 
within government. 


It's time to stop arms 
companies calling the shots. 


For a free Call the Shots campaign 
pack, please call 020 7281 0297 
or email enquiries@caat.org.uk 
quoting ‘Corporate Watch’. 


www.caal.org.uk 


for all of us who imagine and work to reach another world - a world 
based on equality, solidarity and democracy. 


Every month we go behind the headlines and political spin to bring 
you the real stories as well as in-depth analysis about participatory 
democracy and the new political movements — from Respect to the 


Social Forums. 


Don’t miss out... 
subscribe today for just 
£20 and also get a FREE 
CD ‘Noam Chomsky: 
Challenging US Power’ 


Send a cheque/PO (payable to 
Red Pepper) to Red Pepper, PO 
BOX 324, FREEPOST SCE8674, 
Aylesbury HP19 3ZW or call our 
subscription line on 01296 489550 
and quote reference CORP/05 


RESISTING THE ECONOMIC 


WAR IN IRAQ 


Interview with Hassan Juma'a Awad, 
president of the Basra Oil Union 


By Greg Muttitt of Platform. 


Following the elections at the end of 
January, it seems the way may now be 
open to privatise Iraq's biggest and most 
strategic asset: oil. But while the UK and 
USA are carefully playing the politics at 
a government level, Iraq's occupiers may 
face a greater obstacle in the oil indus- 
try's workers. 


The Basra Oil Union - which is independ- 
ent of any political or religious affiliation 
- represents 23,000 workers in the oil 
industry in the south of Iraq. It grew out 
of the South Oil Company (SOC) Trade 
Union, and now combines ten trade 
union councils in nine Iraqi oil compa- 
nies in Basra, Amara and Nassiriyah. 
South Oil Company is Iraq's biggest oil 
producer, responsible for the giant 
Rumailah field. 


'The opinion of all [Iraqi] oilworkers is 
that they are against privatisation’, 
states Hassan. 'We see privatisation as 
economic colonialism. The authorities 
are saying that privatisation will develop 
our sector and be useful. But we do not 
see it as development at all; we view 
any plan to privatise the oil sector as a 
big disaster...Oil must stay in the hands 
of Iraqis, because oil is the only national 
resource that we have which is of great 
value, and our economy depends on it’. 


Established as the Occupation began in 
April 2003, the SOC union worked hard 
to organise oilworkers. On 10th August 
2003, the union organised a strike, stop- 
ping oil exports for three days. 


In September 2003, US Administrator 
Paul Bremer issued an Executive Order 
setting the wage levels for all public sec- 
tor employees. Bremer's new wage lev- 
els not only reduced the levels from 
those of the Saddam era, they abolished 
the crucial allowances and weightings 
for work in remote locations or in dan- 
gerous conditions. 


The lowest level in Bremer's scale was 
just 69,000 Iraqi dinars (US $40-45) per 
month. ‘You can't afford to eat on such a 
wage’, Hassan points out - just renting a 
cheap house generally costs 50,000 
dinars a month. In response, the SOC 
Trade Union issued its own recommend 
ed wage table, based on the true cost of 
living. 


Fearful of another strike, the Governing 
Council (GC) entered negotiations with 
the Union, and in January 2004 the GC 
conceded. The three lowest wage levels 
in Bremer's scale were abolished, leav- 
ing a minimum wage for oil workers of 
102,000 dinars. Furthermore, the risk 
and location payments were reinstated, 
adding a significant further amount for 
many workers. 


The SOC Trade Union also pressured the 
foreign oil companies. In 2003, 
Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown 
and Root (KBR) was appointed to rebuild 
Iraqi oil facilities. In the south, it sub- 
contracted a Kuwaiti construction com- 
pany Al Khorafi, which brought in 1,200 
foreign workers with it, mostly from Asia 
- despite Iraq's enormous levels of unem- 
ployment. The union organised a 
demonstration outside Al Khorafi's 
offices, where the protesters were met 
with the Occupation forces' tanks. Still, 
they bravely persisted, and in subse- 
quent discussions the company agreed 
to replace 1,000 of the foreign workers 
with Iraqis. 


Oil was the one sector excluded from the 
mass privatisations imposed by the 
Coalition Provisional Authority in 2003 
and 2004. While Halliburton was con- 
tracted by the Occupation authorities to 
carry out short-term repairs to oil facili- 
ties, the prize of major oil production 
contracts was left for later. 


Most oil companies wanted to wait for 
elections before signing any major con- 
tracts, in order to ensure that they hada 
legal legitimacy which could not be chal- 
lenged in international courts. Indeed, 
in October 2004, Oil Minister Thamer 
Ghadban said in an interview with 
Shell's internal magazine that 2005 
would be the ‘year of dialogue with the 
international oil community’. 


‘We are fully able to reconstruct our own 
workplaces because we have a high 
level of expertise and technological 
skills', says Hassan. 'We want to devel- 
op our workplaces and our skills, yes, 
but we can rebuild our country without 
privatisation’. Hassan believes that 
modern technology can be obtained by 
hiring foreign companies, under 'service 
agreements’, where the state remains in 
control. This model is common else- 
where in the Middle East. 'I'm not so 
afraid of foreign companies coming in - 
and then leaving. 


In terms of redevelopment, a foreign 
company can provide some skills, some 
resources, but the administration of the 
development must be controlled by Iraqi 
people’. 


This last condition clashes with 
American and British plans. Talk of 
‘investment’, refers to long-term produc- 
tion contracts, and companies like Shell 
have been arguing throughout the 
Occupation for the use of 'Production 
Sharing Agreements' (PSAs). So far they 
have been having some success. 


In September 2004, US-appointed 
Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi tried 
to pre-empt the January elections and 
subsequent writing of the Constitution, 
by setting Iraqi oil policy on his own 
course. In a set of guidelines he stated 
that all new Iraqi reserves should be 
developed by foreign multinationals 
through PSAs, and that the national oil 
company which manages existing fields 
should be part-privatised. In a sinister 
remark, he added that these issues 
should not be debated in the Iraqi parlia- 
ment, as that would slow progress. 


Although used in many smaller oil-pro- 
ducing countries, PSAs do not exist in 
any of the major oil producers of the 
Middle East. In Russia only three PSAs 
have been signed, all in the early 1990s, 
and they are so controversial that no 
more are likely to follow. PSAs fix the 
terms of who receives the oil revenues, 
generally for 25 or more years, and 
restrict host governments' right to intro- 
duce any new laws that affect the com- 
panies' profitability during that period. If 
Iraq signs, it might find itself in 25 years' 
time with most of its reserves having 
been extracted by hungry oil companies, 
with little left for its own benefit. 


Hassan Juma'a and his colleagues are 
certain to continue to oppose these 
moves. Indeed, the oil workers may be 
the biggest block to the West's plans to 
grab those reserves. But the oilworkers' 
best chance of success will be with 
international support. 


'We hope that all the activists in Britain 
will stand with us in our struggle. By 
doing this, you would be doing a great 
service to the Iraqi people. We will 
remember this forever.' 


For mre info on the Southern Oil 
Company Union appeal: 
http://www.iraqoccupationfocus.org.uk 
/socu.htm 


Babylonian Times 


Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, 
that made all of the earth drunken: the nations have drunken 
of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Jeremiah 51:7 


GEORGE W. BUSH - ANTI- 
GLOBALISATION ACTIVIST 


Good news for opponents of corporate- 
led globalisation, as the US adminis- 
tration does its best to wreck those evil 
institutions such as the World Bank. 
With the proposal to insert screaming 
Neo-Conservative war-hawk Paul 
Wolfowitz as its chief, the US adminis- 
tration seems intent on eroding the 
international capitalist co-operation 
upon which 'globalisation' depends. 


'The Financial Times has reported that. 
Within the Bank itself, few see him as an 
ideal candidate to lead the institution’. 
The World Bank, previously sheltering 
behind a little of its United Nations legit- 
imacy, will now lumped in with the rest 
of the Bush regime's regime-change 
machinery. No wonder pro-globalisers 
like Claire Short are sounding worried. 
For the World Bank to do its job it has to 
have a veil of objectivity, which the Bush 
administration has just torn down in 
their quest for short-term gains. 


YOU COULD ALREADY BE A WINNER 
Checking the Corporate Watch email account after three weeks I was stunned by 
the world of wealth, excitement and friendship that I had been missing out on. Or, 
to put it another way, the hungry voices of the internet started their quest to make 
money out of me with. Spammers have to be creative, with only a subject line to 
play with. Let us walk among them for a moment... 


Three ‘your account 56789' pretending to be my 
bank? Maybe this worked back in the old days, 
now it's the spamming equivalent of trying to rob 


a band of travellers with a crossbow. 


‘Your secrets exposed' Warning me of spyware; 
trying to infect me with a virus at the same time... 


Oh the Irony of the Electronic Age! 


‘Young and sexy...young rumanian girls... 


‘You never answer your phone anymore’, from 
‘Lyman’; accurate name for a lying spammer. 


Plus five 'urgent' requests, from the lawyers and 
widows of various once wealthy, now deceased, 


individuals. 


Both ‘jacquelyne' and 'edyth' assure me that 'this 


stuff is not really expensive’; with such 


sophisti- 


cated names, how could these ladies be lying? 


= 


AMERICAN NAZIS ATTEMPT TO 
OVERTURN UNPOPULARITY OF 
FASCISM BY PICKING UP LITTER 


In a PR stunt designed to get over 
their 'nasty' image, the American 
Nazi Party in an area of Oregon, USA, 
recently applied to join the 'Adopt-A- 
Road' scheme. This allows organisa- 
tions to have their name on road 
signs as long as they commit to 
cleaning up a mile or so of road a 
couple of times a year. The Nazis’ 
application was duly accepted and 
the authorities posted several signs 
in rural Marion County, publically 
proclaiming, ‘American Nazi Party 
NSM", at the taxpayer's expense, for 
$250 each. The Marion Country local 
authority website states ‘Your sec- 
tion of adopted road is signed with 
the name of your group/family, in 
recognition of your efforts'. -- that's 
the ‘efforts' to pick up crisp packets, 
not to exterminate the Jewish race 
or create an Eastern European 
empire based on slave labour, we 
imagine. However, it looks like this 
brave PR move by Nazis may have 
foundered, as the signs have already 
been defaced and torn down or 
removed by public works crews. 
And rumours that Prince Harry has 
recently taken a Mid-Western US hol- 
iday are, as yet, unconfirmed. 
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